Soda Lake Brooks and Browns

The Pinedale Fish crew and public volunteers sampled trout
populations in Soda Lake. The largest brown trout captured
was 24 inches long and
weighed 5.8 pounds. The
largest brook trout was 18.4
inches long and weighed
three pounds. Trout appear
to be more numerous now
than in the fall of 2014. A
population estimate could
not be calculated for brown

trout, because not enough
fish were captured on more than one occasion. However, the number of brown
trout captured this year was 1.3 times higher than the number captured in 2014
The population estimate for brook trout was also higher this year at 5,170 than
what was estimated in 2014 at approximately 2,750 brook trout.

Soda Lake is relatively warm and shallow with unusual water chemistry that al-
lows for rapid growth in fish, but it is also subject to periodic digffs. Trout de-
clines are likely due to low dissolved oxygen concentrations in the winter, warm

summer temperatures and a bacterial disease.
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(Left) Pinedale Fish Biologist Pete Cavalli measures
a hefty brown trout from Soda Lake as Fish Tech
Karl Goemer looks on.




